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ABSTRACT

This Study presents preliminary information of fossil coral sites in Sa Kaeo Province and the fossil assemblage
diversity. Besides, the community and local administration roles in fossil sites development strategies are submitted
in the thematic Geotourism, which is the form of preservation and knowledge-based tourism and could be integrated
of new discoveries with the original components of local tourism activities as “Alternative tourism” perspective.

Fossil coral sites in Sakaeo Province are related to geological setting of limestone range in NW-SE trending,
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continuing to the western region of Cambodia. The limestone was deposited in ancient marine environments from

the Upper Paleozoic to Lower Mesozoic (298-230 Ma). The assemblage is highly diverse including the Permian

corals in Order Rugosa and Triassic corals in Order Scleractinia, which are the most important transference periods

in Coral (Hexacorallia) history.

Keywords: fossil, coral, Sa Kaeo, geotourism, geological resources
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Figure 1. The Geopark Network in Thailand, certification recently approved by the Geopark’s Thailand and Geopark

Conservation and Promotion Committee (Modified after Department of Mineral Resources, 2020).
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Figure 2. The Geological map of Sa Kaeo Province shows fossil coral’s localities, classified by the reference ages;

Carboniferous (Gray) Permian (Orange) Triassic (Purple).
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Figure 3. a) Limestone Quarry in Locality 1 (Khao Hin Pun) b) Karst Topography in Locality 2 (Khao Chakan) ¢)

Khao Chakan Cave, main tourist attraction in Khao Chakan Arboretum d) Fossil corals Multimurinus sp., newly

reported in this research.
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